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Illustrated dialogue assessment
Choose whether the fallacy is on the left, on the right, or nowhere, and whether it is formal or informal.

Page 20 of 40

Assessment Item 39 of 40

Where is the fallacy, if anywhere?

Mark one choice:

Left

Formal

Left

Informal

No speaker

None

Right

Informal

Right

Formal

Assessment Item 40 of 40

Where is the fallacy, if anywhere?

Mark one choice:

Left

Formal

Left

Informal

No speaker

None

Right

Informal

Right

Formal



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 1 of 40

Masked man fallacy

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “If the person in the costume is unknown to me, then it cannot be Aunt Rosa.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker infers a difference in identity from a
difference in what is known. Not recognizing the person in costume does not prove it
is not Aunt Rosa.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/masked-man-fallacy/

Answer Key Item 2 of 40

Appeal to authority

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “Her name settles enough of it for me.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker leans on a movie star's endorsement
as if that settled whether the skin cream works. Fame may catch attention, but it
does not replace evidence.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/appeal-to-authority/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 3 of 40

Cherry picking

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “The best mornings tell the real story, so those are the ones I care about.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker points to three good weigh-ins and
treats them as decisive while ignoring the broader month-long pattern.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/cherry-picking/

Answer Key Item 4 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers insist on judging
people in the past by the information they had at the time, which avoids unfair
hindsight.

This is a control item with no fallacy.



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 5 of 40

Appeal to motive

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “His motive tells me enough about how seriously to take the complaint.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker treats a neighbor's motive as if it
settled the playground safety complaint itself. Motive may matter, but it does not
answer whether the swing is actually broken.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/appeal-to-motive/

Answer Key Item 6 of 40

Ad hominem

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “Maybe, but I still trust regular drivers more than someone like Mia.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker dismisses the stop-sign argument by
attacking Mia's lifestyle instead of answering the safety point she raised.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/ad-hominem/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 7 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers use the
electrician's judgment as a guide while still appealing to the underlying evidence and
relevant skill.

This is a control item with no fallacy.

Answer Key Item 8 of 40

Exclusive premises

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “Those two exclusions leave only one place for dogs to go.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker tries to get a positive conclusion
from two negative premises. The structure does not support that jump.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/exclusive-premises/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 9 of 40

Slippery slope

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “Once the first exception stands, the rest is only a matter of time.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker projects from one make-up quiz to a
flood of grade requests without showing the steps in between. The slide is asserted
rather than argued for.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/slippery-slope/

Answer Key Item 10 of 40

Masked man fallacy

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then Coach Miller cannot be inside the lion mascot suit.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker argues from a difference in what is
known to a difference in identity. Knowing Coach Miller does not tell you who is
inside the mascot suit.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/masked-man-fallacy/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 11 of 40

Hasty generalization

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “After meeting those two, I do not trust anyone from there.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker generalizes from two rude kids to a
broad claim about everyone on Pine Street. The sample is far too small to support
that conclusion.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/hasty-generalization/

Answer Key Item 12 of 40

Affirming the consequent

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then the freezer stopped working.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker infers that the freezer failed from the
fact that the ice cream melted, even though melting could have other causes. One
expected result is treated as if it proved the cause.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-the-consequent/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 13 of 40

Affirming the consequent

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “If the alarm rang, that gives me the answer I need.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker reasons from the ringing smoke
alarm back to one specific cause, even though the alarm could have been set off in
other ways too.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-the-consequent/

Answer Key Item 14 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The analogy is limited to one
relevant point, and the speaker makes that limit explicit instead of pretending the two
cases are identical.

This is a control item with no fallacy.



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 15 of 40

Affirming the consequent

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “Once the screen goes black, that gives me the reason.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker infers water damage from a black
screen, even though a black screen can have other causes too.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-the-consequent/

Answer Key Item 16 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers notice a
correlation but openly refuse to treat it as proof of causation without better evidence.

This is a control item with no fallacy.



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 17 of 40

Denying the antecedent

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then we cannot go to the beach.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker assumes that because Dad did not
get his bonus early, the beach trip cannot happen. But that bonus was only one
possible way to pay for it, not the only way.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/denying-the-antecedent/

Answer Key Item 18 of 40

False equivalence

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “If both acts hide information, then they are the same sort of wrong.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker treats forgetting to text back as
basically the same as lying to someone's face because both hide information. The
comparison erases an important difference.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/false-equivalence/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 19 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers treat the family
tie as a reason for stricter checking, not as an automatic refutation of the claim itself.

This is a control item with no fallacy.

Answer Key Item 20 of 40

False dilemma

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “In a problem like this, those really are the only two choices.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker compresses the issue into sharing
phone passwords or allowing cheating, which leaves out more limited and
reasonable options.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/false-dilemma/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 21 of 40

Denying the antecedent

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “If the power problem is gone, the closed-door result should go with it.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker treats the absence of a power
outage as if it guaranteed the garage door would open. But the original conditional
named only one sufficient reason for failure.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/denying-the-antecedent/

Answer Key Item 22 of 40

Affirming a disjunct

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “If the wind is in, the dog is out.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker treats a disjunction as exclusive
without showing that only one option could be true.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-a-disjunct/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 23 of 40

Red herring

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “My help around the house matters more to me than one missing cake.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker answers a question about the
missing cake by shifting to how helpful he is around the house. That may be
flattering, but it does not answer the issue raised.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/red-herring/

Answer Key Item 24 of 40

Cherry picking

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “The important point is that these three prove the garden is thriving.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker points to three strong tomato plants
and treats them as proof that the whole garden is thriving. The argument looks
stronger only because the weaker evidence is left out.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/cherry-picking/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 25 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers treat the
salesman's motive as a reason for caution while refusing to let motive alone settle
the truth of the claim.

This is a control item with no fallacy.

Answer Key Item 26 of 40

Ad hominem

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “If she were a serious person, maybe I would listen.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker dismisses Leah's driving advice by
attacking her personality and hobbies rather than answering the advice itself. The
target is the person, not the support for the claim.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/ad-hominem/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 27 of 40

Affirming the consequent

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then the dog got out.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker moves from if the dog got out, the
side gate would be open and the gate is open to therefore the dog got out. An open
gate could have other causes too.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-the-consequent/

Answer Key Item 28 of 40

Undistributed middle

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then he must be a firefighter.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker notes that all firefighters wear heavy
boots and that an uncle is wearing heavy boots, then concludes he must be a
firefighter. The shared middle feature is too broad to prove identity.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/undistributed-middle/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 29 of 40

Undistributed middle

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “The red shirt is the mark that tells us what he is.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker infers that Sam is a lifeguard
because both Sam and lifeguards wear red shirts. Sharing a broad feature is not
enough.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/undistributed-middle/

Answer Key Item 30 of 40

Denying the antecedent

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then I could not have missed the group text.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker reasons that because the phone was
not left at home, there is no way the group text was missed. But having the phone
nearby does not rule out every other way to miss a message.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/denying-the-antecedent/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 31 of 40

Affirming a disjunct

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then Luis did not forget his.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker treats an either-or claim as if only one
option could be true. From either Maya forgot the tickets or Luis forgot them and
Maya forgot hers, the speaker jumps to so Luis did not forget his.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/affirming-a-disjunct/

Answer Key Item 32 of 40

False equivalence

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “Once you take something that is not yours, the cases are equal.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker treats borrowing a hoodie without
asking as basically the same as stealing a car because both involve taking
something. The comparison flattens a major difference.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/false-equivalence/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 33 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The anecdote is used as a
reason to investigate further, not as if it were enough to settle a broad claim.

This is a control item with no fallacy.

Answer Key Item 34 of 40

Appeal to authority

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “When a top athlete trusts it, I do not need more proof.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker treats a famous athlete's
endorsement as if it settled whether the drink is safe. Prestige is doing evidential
work the claim has not earned.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/appeal-to-authority/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 35 of 40

Undistributed middle

Correct answer: Left Formal

Decisive line: “Then it must be a school bus.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker notes that all school buses are yellow
and that a van is yellow, then concludes it must be a school bus. Sharing one broad
feature does not prove identity.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/undistributed-middle/

Answer Key Item 36 of 40

Red herring

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “My point is that I am a helpful person.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker is asked about scratching the car and
replies with points about helping around the house. Those points may be favorable,
but they do not answer the original question.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/red-herring/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.

Page 39 of 40

Answer Key Item 37 of 40

No fallacy

Correct answer: None

Why no fallacy is present: No fallacy is committed. The speakers describe a real
short-term limit created by the bus schedule rather than pretending that all possible
options have vanished forever.

This is a control item with no fallacy.

Answer Key Item 38 of 40

Denying the antecedent

Correct answer: Right Formal

Decisive line: “If the early-leaving condition is gone, the bus-catching result is gone too.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker infers that missing the early start
means missing the bus, even though leaving early was only one sufficient way to
catch it.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/denying-the-antecedent/



Part II

Answers and commentary
Each illustrated item is shown again with the correct diagnosis and a short explanation of why it fits.
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Answer Key Item 39 of 40

Hasty generalization

Correct answer: Right Informal

Decisive line: “One failure like that tells you plenty about the whole bunch.”

Why this answer is correct: The right speaker leaps from one missed plumbing
appointment to a broad claim about all plumbers. The conclusion outruns the
evidence.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/hasty-generalization/

Answer Key Item 40 of 40

False dilemma

Correct answer: Left Informal

Decisive line: “No, it is really buy it now or stay stuck forever.”

Why this answer is correct: The left speaker compresses the options into buying
one car today or staying stuck forever, ignoring other live options such as waiting,
saving, or choosing a different car.

LogFall reference: ../fallacies/false-dilemma/


